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STUDY QUESTIONS

The Gospel of Mark was written by John Mark around AD 50-70.
Mark has always been associated with Peter (see acts 12:12, for
example) and it is thought that Peter’s recollections form much of
Mark’s material.

1. In verse 14, Jesus proclaims that the kingdom of God is at
hand. In what way?

2. In this passage we read of the calling of the first disciples, the
fishermen Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John. How might
the occupation of fishing suit a person to be a disciple?

3. What was the response of these men to Jesus’s command?
How might that apply to us?

4. Where is Capernaum?

Parallels in other gospels: 

Ministry in Galilee:
Matt 4:17
Luke 4:14-15
 
Call of the four disciples:
Matt 4:18-22
Luke 5:1-11

Casting out of the unclean
spirit:
Luke 4:33-37
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5. What was amazing about Jesus’s teaching?

6. Mark contains more miracles and fewer parables or other
discourses than the other gospels. Verses 23-26 describe
Jesus’s first miracle in this book. How do you think the spirit in
the man calls Jesus “the Holy One of God”?

7. Why does the Lord command the spirit to be quiet?

8. Synagogues are not found in the Old Testament but began
during the Babylonian exile as centers of Scriptural study and
worship. In this phase of Jesus’s ministry, he appears to teach
mainly in synagogues. Why might that be?


